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ANNUAL UPDATE
JULY 2017 - JUNE 2018

Welcome to ‘Flourish’!

We’re delighted to have this opportunity to update you on what we’ve been up to over
the past year. And what a year it’s been, crowned by our winning the bronze medal in the
prestigious H.M. King Abdullah II of Jordan World Interfaith Harmony Week competition!
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And there’s been much else besides. Our Weekend Club, for example,
has continued to go from strength to strength, offering a warm
Glasgow welcome to approximately 500 refugees, asylum seekers, and
new migrants in this year alone. The Interfaith Food Justice Network
(developed in partnership with Faith in Community Scotland’s
Transformation Team) has also thrived, managing to pull off not one,
but two ‘One Big Picnic’ events in George Square (September and May)
at which thousands of people from all walks of life came together in the
heart of Glasgow to enjoy a free bite to eat and to stand up for unity and
dignity. A cut to our core funding, though a challenge, has prompted
us to diversify our funding base in ways that have opened up exciting
new opportunities and we are extremely grateful to all our funders for
all the thought-provoking, heart-warming, mind-changing interfaith
engagement they have helped make possible.
Behind the scenes, we were sorry to say goodbye to Mohamed Omar,
but delighted to welcome Lynnda Wardle into her new role as Project
Manager of our Weekend Club. We have also been very fortunate to
have Simon Wiegand with us as an intern for a day a week; and are most
grateful to him and all our volunteers for their tremendous contribution
to our work. At a time in which hate crime and discrimination are on
the rise, our admiration and sincere thanks go to all those who have
participated in, funded, and
otherwise supported events
and activities that counter
these negative trends and help
bring into being a safer, happier
city for all. This year has once
again reminded us that people
– in all their diversity – really
do make Glasgow!
Philip Mendelsohn, Chairman
Rose Drew, Director

Who we are

Interfaith Glasgow is an independent, locally
governed charity dedicated to the advancement of
interfaith relations in Glasgow.
Our small staff team is directed by our board of trustees and
supported by a fantastic group of volunteers. Our focus is on
grassroots community development. The board of trustees is
predominantly comprised of members of Glasgow’s diverse
faith communities – individuals who are well–integrated
within their communities and who are enthusiastic about
promoting positive interfaith engagement.

Interfaith Glasgow Board

INTERFAITH GLASGOW BOARD
FRONT ROW: (from left to right) Abdul Aziz (Muslim − Sunni), Ruby Bhopal (Sikh),
Rose Drew (Director), Saba Forsyth (incoming 2018, Baha’i),
MIDDLE ROW: Ritchie Adams (Police Scotland), Gordon Matheson (Co-opted Member),
Cedric Blakey (Christian − Episcopal), Safa Yousaf (Muslim − Sunni, Vice-Chair), Azzam
Mohamad (Muslim – Shia)
BACK ROW: Rev Roy Henderson (Christian − Church of Scotland), Philip Mendelsohn
(Jewish, Chair), Anthony Allison (Christian − Roman Catholic, Treasurer), James Gillies
(outgoing 2018, Baha’i) Not pictured: Manjula Math (Hindu), Emma Leighton (Buddhist)

Interfaith Glasgow Staff

INTERFAITH GLASGOW STAFF

What we do

(from left to right) Rose Drew (Director), Kemal Okan (Project Officer), Magdalen
Lambkin (Development Officer), Lynnda Wardle (Weekend Club Project Manager)

We aim to promote and facilitate constructive engagement between people of diverse faiths and
beliefs – religious and non-religious – so as to help create a better-connected, safer, and more
harmonious Glasgow.

Believing that interfaith is for everyone, we organise a wide range of events and activities so that we can
bring people together in ways that appeal to their interests, allowing them to connect more deeply with other
individuals and communities. Our work focuses on three (often overlapping) forms of engagement:

Faith and belief dialogue

Practical co-operation

Friendship-building

We seek to create spaces for
people to be open with each
other about values they cherish
and to share their deepest held
beliefs and practices, allowing
mutual understanding and trust
to deepen.

We create opportunities for
people from different faith and
belief traditions to connect with
those from other communities
around issues of common
concern in order to work together
to tackle shared problems.

Through social gatherings of various
kinds we bring people of all ages
together to meet their neighbours from
diverse backgrounds, so that, through
familiarity and shared experience,
bonds of friendship are built that help
to overcome fear and suspicion.

WWW.INTERFAITHGLASGOW.ORG
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World Interfaith
Harmony Week
Interfaith Glasgow Wins Bronze
Interfaith Glasgow is this year’s bronze medal winner of the prestigious H.M. King
Abdullah II World Interfaith Harmony Week Prize, in recognition of our activities
during World Interfaith Harmony Week (WIHW) in February 2018.
Philip Mendelsohn, and Director,
WIHW was established by the
United Nations to celebrate
Rose Drew, were presented with
activities
the award
by H.M. King
which promote
Interfaith Glasgow is a
Abdullah II at
friendship,
dialogue, and
worthy winner and is an a ceremony
in Amman on
respect among the outstanding example
world’s diverse
24th April.
of grass roots interfaith
faith and belief
communities.
In recognition
engagement.
of the award,
Dr Maureen Sier, Interfaith Scotland Director
The judges
a motion
received 88 applications for the
was endorsed by the Scottish
Parliament congratulating
prize from over 1,232 events held
Interfaith Glasgow and stating
around the world. Our Chairman
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their support for our work (see
https://bit.ly/2IFwBGk).
WIHW provided a welcome
opportunity to reflect on what
interfaith harmony consists in,
why it matters, and how we can
most effectively work towards it.
To this end, we organised a series
of three events during WIHW
exploring the three key elements
of interfaith harmony on which
our work focuses: friendship,
dialogue, and cooperation.

FRIENDSHIP • DIALOGUE • COOPERATION

Friendship: Interfaith Community Meal

“This chance to come together in
friendship has provided me with hope
about the future”

The question of how we can build bridges more
effectively between communities provided an apt
focus for this community meal hosted by Glasgow
Gurdwara. Members of diverse faith and belief
communities were joined by the Lord Provost,
Eva Bolander, who was impressed by the level of
engagement she witnessed. She emphasised that

there is no substitute for personal contact in terms
of breaking down barriers of ‘strangeness’ and
‘otherness’. She called on those present − people
clearly open to difference − to also be leaders in this
respect. And, should anything awful occur, we can
come together as friends to stand against hatred
and for love, for friendship, for peace.

Dialogue: Scriptural Reasoning Event
This special Scriptural Reasoning event brought
together Jews, Christians and Muslims and invited
them to reflect – with the help of their Scriptures
– on why they should engage in interfaith dialogue
at all. What do these sacred texts tell us about
how we should engage with others who believe
and practise differently from us? How can we
apply these lessons in today’s fractured world?

Cooperation: Weekend Club Volunteers
Reflect on Their Work
Our Weekend Club project is charting new territory
by working intentionally across religious boundaries
to welcome refugees, asylum seekers, and new
migrants to Glasgow (read more on pages 13-14).
Our volunteer team took WIHW as an opportunity
to reflect on their experiences and to discuss
the challenges, rewards, and significance of that

“Tonight really opened up difficult areas
of belief which we shared openly”
Fiona Brodie (Jewish), Sohaib Saeed (Muslim) and
Roy Henderson (Christian) – who are all long
standing advocates for interfaith dialogue within
their communities − gave introductions to texts
they had chosen and then joined participants in
small group discussion. For more information on
Scriptural Reasoning see overleaf.

“For faith communities, helping people
and cooperating is a common-sense
thing to do”
cooperation. Seven volunteers were joined by
City Convener for Equalities and Human Rights,
Councillor Jennifer Layden. All agreed that the
Weekend Club model “can enrich participants and
also restore hope to see that faith does not have to
be a source of conflict and division.”

Information about all three 2018 prize winners including links to full details of Interfaith Glasgow’s WIHW
programme and a short film can be found here: www.worldinterfaithharmonyweek.com/2018-winners
WWW.INTERFAITHGLASGOW.ORG
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Scriptural Reasoning
Regular Dialogue Meetings
Scriptural Reasoning meetings offer participants the
opportunity to engage in focused dialogue and to deepen
their understanding of the religions concerned and the
people who practise them.
Muslims, Jews and Christians
from all walks of life have been
meeting in Glasgow since the
Autumn of 2014 and there’s
a wonderful atmosphere
of honesty, friendship and
frequent laughter when they
come together. They sit in small
groups, sharing with one and
other how they ‘reason’ with

the text, applying it to modern
life. The texts are selected
concerning a common theme,
story, or figure from these
Abrahamic faiths. In May, for
example, we held an event
exploring the fascinating figure
of Joseph. Scripture serves as a
focus that prompts unexpected
questions and reflections and

the resulting dialogue reveals
the differences as well as the
similarities, both between and
within the traditions.

Open Scriptural Reasoning
Exploring Creation in Hindu and Sikh Scriptures
During Scottish Interfaith Week
2017, we held an open Scriptural
Reasoning event where
people of any faith or belief
background were welcomed
to explore “Creation in Hindu
and Sikh Scriptures.” Dr Srihari
Vallabhajousula, Hindu priest
from the Hindu Temple of
Scotland, and Dr Inderjit Singh
5

of Glasgow Central Gurdwara
gave engaging introductions.
They spoke about the role of
scripture in their traditions
before offering insights
into their selected
It was a
texts on the theme of
“Creation.” Following
to learn
the format of
had not
Scriptural Reasoning,

each talk was followed by small
group discussion, where all were
invited to share their reflections
on the text − as equals.

very friendly environment
about faiths and ideas I
encountered before
FRIENDSHIP • DIALOGUE • COOPERATION

Faith to Faith
Monthly Dialogue Events with St Mungo
Museum of Religious Life and Art

Really friendly and inclusive
atmosphere… It was
good to be provoked into
different ways of thinking

Since Spring 2017, in partnership with St Mungo Museum of Religious Life and Art,
we have been delivering monthly dialogue events on various topics relating to faith,
culture, and society. These events take place one Sunday a month from 2-4pm and are
free and open to all.
We provide a relaxed and
inclusive space in which
speakers from diverse
backgrounds present on
particular themes from their
personal perspectives, and where
participants can engage with
the speakers and each other in
friendly conversation.
After two successful pilot events
we rolled out a six-month
programme, which we have now
extended to early 2019 due to
its popularity. A wide range of
issues and subjects have been
covered, such as ‘Poetry and
Spirituality’, ‘Voices from Iraq’,
‘The Pagan Roots of Christmas’,
and ‘Gender and Sexuality.’ The
programme also featured a
very special session on the 25th
anniversary of the opening of
St Mungo Museum. We heard
from several people involved in
its development, including some
WWW.INTERFAITHGLASGOW.ORG

of the pioneers of Glasgow’s
interfaith movement: Sr Isabel
Smyth (Roman Catholic), Dianne
Wolfson (Jewish) and Brij Gandhi
(Hindu). St Mungo Museum
is dedicated to exploring the
importance of religion in peoples’
lives across the world and across
time, showing diverse traditions
side by side. When it opened in
1993, there was only one other
museum in the world like it.
Even today there are few, and so

we feel extremely fortunate to
have this wonderful resource on
our doorstep.
To keep up to date with
upcoming events, join our
mailing list or checkout
Eventbrite or our Facebook page.
Drawing on suggestions from
participants we have an exciting
programme planned. Hope to see
you soon!
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Interfaith Food Justice Network
The Interfaith
Food Justice
Network (IFJN)
brings together
local groups and
organisations in
Glasgow who are
working to tackle
food poverty.
They provide food
banks, soup kitchens,
community cafés and
meals, community
gardens, and cookery classes; as
well as campaigning for a fairer,
more just food system. Those
involved include Christians,
Muslims, Sikhs, Buddhists,
Humanists and many nonreligious people – and all
involved in this important work
are welcome.
IFJN members seek to support
each other’s work and use their
collective voice to push for food
justice − based on their shared
vision, laid out in the Interfaith
Food Justice Declaration. Read
the full text at bit.do/foodjustice
The IFJN is partly funded by
7

Interfaith Food
Justice Declaration

Food Power and is
co-ordinated by Interfaith
Glasgow in partnership with
Faith in Community Scotland’s
Transformation Team. Together
we host bi-annual networking
events, service monthly
meetings of the network’s
vibrant Development Group, and
support the delivery of One Big
Picnic and the ‘Interfaith Food
Share’ WhatsApp group.
To find out more, visit
www.facebook.com/
interfaithfoodjustice and click
the “Sign up” button or email
development@interfaithglasgow.
org to be added to the IFJN
mailing list.

“…Though from different
traditions, we share
beliefs that move us to
action when people in our
communities go hungry:
access to food is a basic
human right, and it is our
duty and honour to do
what we can to ensure
everybody can access food
with dignity…
We recognise that food
poverty is a symptom of
deep societal inequalities.
Therefore we add our
voices to the movement
for food justice, not just
charity: the right of all to
access food that is fresh,
nutritious, affordable,
culturally-appropriate, and
grown locally wherever
possible, with care for the
well-being of the land,
workers, animals and the
environment…”
FRIENDSHIP • DIALOGUE • COOPERATION

One Big Picnic One Big Community
One Big Picnic is an annual, volunteer-led, free community
meal in Glasgow’s George Square. People from all walks of
life, communities, and backgrounds are invited to come
together to enjoy delicious food, diverse entertainment
and a wee blether.
2017 and attracted great support,
Believing that everyone has
leaving people keen to work
the right to enjoy quality food
together again.
in dignity and feel part of one
big community, the interfaith
Helped by fantastic sunny
volunteer
weather, One Big
team behind
Picnic 2018 was
these events
I have met so many
an even greater
have worked
people here that I would success in its
hard with
second year, taking
never normally get a
very limited
place on Sunday
resources to
chance to talk to
13th May. Around
make One Big
2,000 food portions
Picnic stand out in Glasgow’s
were handed out from stalls
calendar.
run by food initiatives and
groups connected through
The first ever One Big Picnic took
IFJN − including Muslim (Sunni
place on Sunday 3rd September
and Shia), Christian (Church of
Scotland and Episcopal), Sikh,
Buddhist, Humanist and nonreligious groups.

by the food initiatives involved.
We had entertainment from
the Village Storytelling Centre,
Woodlands Community Band,
and Voicebeat Community
Choir; as well as Tai Chi and
Yoga demonstrations, henna
painting, and opportunities to
try on a Sikh turban or a Muslim
hijab. Glasgow Disability Alliance
helped ensure our event was
disability friendly and dedicated
volunteer teams spread the word
in the city centre, took food to
homeless people, gave out clothes
to those in need, and ensured
waste was recycled.
Both events were warmly
supported by Lord Provost Eva
Bolander and received good
media coverage. A huge thank you
to each and everyone involved!

Food, advertising materials, and
other resources were donated
by local businesses, through a
crowdfunder campaign, and
WWW.INTERFAITHGLASGOW.ORG
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Festivals Exchange
Now in its third year, this programme offers unique opportunities
for people from any faith or belief background to gain a better
understanding of their neighbours through first-hand experience
of their religious festivals. Previous years have featured: Bandhi
Chor Divas at Glasgow Gurdwara; Christmas Eve at Gorbals
Parish Church; a Passover Seder at Garnethill Synagogue; and
Homam, a fire ritual in the Hindu Temple of Scotland.

It allows the opportunity to enter
into the world of another faith

Mawlid al-Nabi
Zia ul Quran Mosque, January 2018

Beautifully presented

This traditional celebration of the Prophet Muhammad’s birth featured
Qur’anic recitations, poetry, drumming, and chanting; and ended with
engaging conversation and a shared meal. Regular attendees of the
mosque were joined by Christians, non-religious people, and Muslims
from Sunni, Shia, and Sufi backgrounds. Guests heard about the
important place of interfaith dialogue both within Islam and the ethos
of the mosque, and about the significance of the Mawlid celebration.

Good Friday
St Albert’s Roman Catholic Church, March 2018
A crucial event in the Christian calendar commemorating the crucifixion
of Jesus Christ, Good Friday is marked by the Catholic community in a
rite called the ‘Celebration of the Passion of the Lord’. Guests, who came
from Hindu, Muslim, Jewish and other Christian backgrounds, were
warmly welcomed by Father Magee, who addressed the congregation
about the importance of fostering interfaith understanding. The quality
of the dialogue afterwards was high, particularly from the perspective
of increasing Jewish-Christian understanding in relation to a sensitive
aspect of Christian observance.

It made me feel that we can become closer and cooperate better together
9

FRIENDSHIP • DIALOGUE • COOPERATION

Scottish Interfaith
Week in Glasgow
Scottish Interfaith Week (SIFW) 2017 was a great success
with 25 different events across Glasgow, many of them
following this year’s theme ‘Creativity and the Arts’.
Interfaith Glasgow held a special Scriptural Reasoning event
‘Exploring Creation in Hindu and Sikh Scriptures’ (p. 5) and
a Faith to Faith dialogue on ‘Poetry and Spirituality’ (p. 6) as
well as our annual Interfaith Family Fun Day.
The Family Fun Day focused
on encouraging interaction and
understanding through arts
and crafts activities introducing
people to elements of Glasgow’s
different religious traditions.
Eight ‘Faith Table Workshops’,
each hosted by members of
a different religious tradition,
featured activities such as
making Rangoli patterns with
Hindus, exploring Sacred
Geometry with Muslims,

WWW.INTERFAITHGLASGOW.ORG

workshop,
and making
henna, and
prayer flags
Seeing
my
tradition
face-painting
with Buddhists.
as well
Approximately 180 represented alongside
as music
people attended
others in an atmosphere
and dance
from a range
that is so fun and engaging performances.
of backgrounds
including
for people of all ages is like Delicious
food − free to
Christian,
a breath of fresh air
participants −
Buddhist, Muslim,
was provided
Jewish, Sikh,
by Ruzbowl social enterprise.
Hindu, Baha’i, Pagan and nonreligious.
We are looking forward to
SIFW 2018 (11-18 November)
Other arts and crafts activities
which, inspired by the Scottish
were offered by ‘Hats of Faith’,
Government’s ‘Year of Young
The Forestry Commission, and
People’ will be on the theme of
St Mungo’s; there was a ‘try it on’
‘Connecting Generations’. Visit
stand where guests could try on
www.scottishinterfaithweek.org
a head covering from the Jewish,
for information and inspiration
Muslim, and Sikh traditions;
and to register your event.
and there were chess tables, a
smoothie bike, an interfaith tree
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‘Religion, Belief, and Equality in
Glasgow’ Conference
The Pearce Institute, 23 March 2018
Glasgow Equality Forum (GEF) commissioned this special
event which brought together 35 delegates from diverse
faith and belief communities and from various sectors
working with an equalities remit.
We worked with GEF members
to reach out to people from all
minority backgrounds, including
disabled and LGBT+ people, as
well as people from diverse faith,
belief, and ethnic backgrounds.
A tailored training session on
‘Religion and Belief’ in equality
legislation was delivered by Jamie
Spurway, Religious Equality trainer
for Interfaith Scotland. And there
was time for focused discussion
concerning religion and belief
equality within: health and social
care, education, other public
services, and the workplace. Issues
covered included, for example, the
provision of prayer spaces, taking
time off for religious festivals, and
religious dress.
Some key points made during the
discussions and evaluation were
that:
11

• religion is often regarded as a
taboo subject in workplaces
• there is a lack of awareness that
people are entitled to request
that their religion and belief
needs are accommodated
• there is a lack of confidence
that such requests will be
treated fairly
• assumptions are too often
made (by health workers, for
example) regarding people’s
religious affiliation and needs
(e.g. Sikhs are assumed to be
Muslim and halal food provided
without consultation)
In response, a desire was expressed
for more of the following:
• education and training within
both the public and private
sectors on religion and belief,
which includes: diversity
within religions, cultural bias,

and intersectionality
• sharing of guidance and best
practice, such as can be found
here: www.equalityhumanrights.
com/en/advice-and-guidance/
religion-or-belief-discrimination
• Interfaith events and dialogues
– where religion can be
discussed openly
• Primary and Secondary
religious education which
includes more traditions
and belief systems than the
Abrahamic faiths which are
currently the main focus
A full report on the event can
be found on our website
www.interfaithglasgow.org and
this report is also being shared
by GEF with Glasgow Community
Planning Partners such as Glasgow
City Council and Health and
Social Care Partnership (HSCP).
FRIENDSHIP • DIALOGUE • COOPERATION

Faith and Belief Awareness
Sessions with Interfaith
Glasgow
Interested in improving
your organisation’s
awareness of
religious diversity
and understanding of
interfaith engagement
but don’t have much
time available? Interfaith
Glasgow can help!
Why not invite us to come and fill
a lunch hour, with a presentation
– followed by Q&A – touching on:
• Religion and Belief as a
Protected Characteristic
• Religious demographics
of Glasgow
• The necessity of interfaith
engagement
• Creating a faith-friendly
environment and space
for dialogue
• Interfaith engagement in
Glasgow
WWW.INTERFAITHGLASGOW.ORG

“Excellent session giving an insight into the
work Interfaith Glasgow do and why interfaith
engagement is necessary. Tips on creating a faith
friendly environment and guidelines for promoting
and supporting dialogue between people of
different beliefs were useful as these could be put
to practical use within the work environment.”
Ashurst Law Firm
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The Weekend Club
Supported by Project Manager, Lynnda Wardle, our interfaith volunteer team continues
to deliver fun, welcoming events each month for refugees, asylum seekers, and new
migrants.
The social isolation frequently
experienced by ‘New Scots’
is a concern shared by many
across Glasgow’s faith and belief
communities. The Weekend Club
was conceived to give people from
different backgrounds a chance
to work cooperatively to make a
lasting difference to the lives of
those who arrive in Glasgow, often
with little or no money, unable
to work (in the case of asylum
seekers), and struggling with the
effects of trauma.
Each month’s event is themed to
introduce newcomers to aspects
of Scottish life and history, as
well as helping them get to
know Glasgow and Scotland
13

better and improve their English.
Meanwhile, creative activities are
provided to keep children happy
and engaged. The past year
has featured trips to Edinburgh
Castle and the panto to see
Cinderella (thanks to support
from the Citizen’s Theatre); two
‘Winter Festivals’ events (funded
by BEMIS): a Hogmanay party
and Burns supper; and a Spring

picnic at the Hidden Gardens.
We involve refugees in the
planning of the programme and
collaborate with other agencies to
deliver events. Participants come
from all over the world, including
Syria, Iran, Iraq, India, Pakistan,
Nigeria, Egypt, Sri Lanka, Libya,
Azerbaijan, Tajikistan, Poland,
Eritrea and Somalia.

As asylum seekers with three children, we don’t have
many opportunities to go out and meet people. The
Weekend Club offers a great chance to see people, …
learn new things about Scottish heritage and to eat
a lovely variety of food. My children have made new
friends and so have I.
FRIENDSHIP • DIALOGUE • COOPERATION

A Ground-breaking Approach
The Weekend Club’s innovative interfaith approach has been
attracting increasing recognition. David Bradwell of Scottish
Faiths Action for Refugees (SFAR) says: “I believe that the
intentional interfaith and intercultural approach which has
been adopted is ground-breaking, not just for Scotland but for
the UK and indeed for many places in Europe”. SFAR have now
established a Weekend Club in Edinburgh based on our model.
Similarly, after attending one of our events Florence Russell,
a student researcher from Durham University reflected: “The
Weekend Club feels like a different way of welcoming new
arrivals to the city. As useful and necessary as clothing and
hygiene items are, I’m sure nothing matches making friends
with both locals and fellow refugees when arriving in a new
city for the first time. This is a fantastic model to follow, and I
hope it’s success can be replicated in other cities throughout
the UK.”

WWW.INTERFAITHGLASGOW.ORG
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Interfaith Glasgow would like to say a big thank you to all our funders:

We would also like to thank the Goldberg Family Trust and all the other
organisations and individuals on whose support we rely.
If you would like to support our work, you can donate online
through our website or send us a cheque. Thank you!
Interfaith Glasgow
Flemington House
(2nd Floor)
110 Flemington Street
Glasgow
G21 4BF
Tel: 0141 558 0778

www.interfaithglasgow.org
find us on:
Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation, Charity Number: SC046525
Flourish is designed and produced by Contribute, www.wecontribute.co.uk.

