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Perhaps the biggest news is that Glasgow now has its very own locally 
governed interfaith organisation! In May 2016 Interfaith Glasgow was 
awarded SCIO status, making us a newly incorporated Scottish charity, 
concerned solely with the promotion of good interfaith relations in 
Glasgow. We’ve also moved offices, along with Interfaith Scotland, 
giving us use of Scotland’s fantastic new dialogue centre in Springburn.

In addition to all this, Glasgow enjoyed its busiest Interfaith Week yet, 
with nearly 30 events taking place across the city (including our annual 
Interfaith Family Fun Day, which this year attracted a record 200 
participants); we piloted our first ever Festivals Exchange Programme; 
continued to work with groups tackling food poverty across Glasgow; 
saw our interfaith volunteer-run Weekend Club for refugees and new 
migrants go from strength to strength; and supported opportunities 
for focused dialogue through, for example, our Scriptural Reasoning 
and Sharing Stories groups. There have been points over the last 
few months when local, national, and international events could 
easily have destabilised interfaith relations in Glasgow. We have been 
delighted to witness, instead, an increased commitment to friendship 
building, dialogue, and cooperation amongst those with whom it’s been 
our privilege to engage.

We’d like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have 
supported our work during this busy and exciting period: Glasgow’s 
faith communities; our amazing volunteers; our funders (including the 
Scottish Government, Glasgow City Council, the South East Integration 
Network, and our Weekend Club funders); the many organisations with 
whom we’ve worked; and Interfaith Scotland, in particular, who have 
nurtured Interfaith Glasgow to the point of independence. Thank you!  
We can’t wait to see what the next year holds…

Dr Rose Drew, Director, June 2016

Director’s Welcome 

Contents

Hello and welcome to ‘Flourish’!  This edition covers 
April 2015 - June 2016 - an exciting time of transition 
as well as a busy period of interfaith engagement in 
Glasgow.
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We aim to promote and facilitate 
constructive engagement 
between people of diverse faiths 
and beliefs – religious and non-
religious – so as to help create a 
better-connected, safer, and more 
harmonious city for all. As our 
constitution states, we do this 
through:

1. Increasing mutual 
 understanding, harmony, and 
 equality between people from 
 different religious traditions, 
 and none, by providing 

 opportunities for mutual-
 learning, friendship-building, 
 dialogue, and cooperation

2. Supporting and collaborating 
 with other organisations, 
 groups, and individuals 
 whose activities foster 
 positive interfaith engagement

3. Increasing awareness, 
 understanding, and 
 appreciation of religious 
 diversity and interfaith activity
 

Our small staff team is directed 
by our board of trustees and 
supported by a fantastic group 
of volunteers. Our focus is 
on grassroots community 
development and we are 
core-funded by the Scottish 
Government. The board of 
trustees is comprised of 
members of Glasgow’s diverse 
faith communities – individuals 
who are well-integrated within 
their communities and who are 
enthusiastic about promoting 
positive interfaith engagement. 

Interfaith Glasgow is (as of May 2016) an independent, locally governed charity 
dedicated to the advancement of interfaith relations in Glasgow. 

Who we are

FRONT ROW: (from left to right) Manjula Math (Hindu), Ruby Bhopal 
(Sikh), Abdul Aziz (Muslim), Cedric Blakey (Christian – Episcopal),  
Safa Yousef (Muslim, Vice-Chair)
BACK ROW: Lynnda Wardle (Acting Director), Philip Mendelsohn  
(Jewish, Chair), Anthony Allison (Christian – Roman Catholic, Treasurer), 
James Gillies (Baha’i), Rev Roy Henderson (Christian – Church of Scotland)

Rose Drew, Director
Lynnda Wardle, Development Officer (maternity cover)
Kemal Okan, Project Worker
Mohamed Omar, Weekend Club Project Officer
Magdalen Lambkin (not pictured, Development Officer, maternity 
leave)

Interfaith Glasgow Board Interfaith Glasgow Staff
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Our work focuses on three (often overlapping) forms of engagement:

Through social gatherings of 
various kinds we bring people 
of all ages together to meet 
their neighbours from diverse 
backgrounds, so that familiarity 
and shared experience can 
build bonds of friendship to 
overcome fear and suspicion. 
(See for example our Interfaith 
Family Fun Day and Interfaith 
Community Meals).

Identifying contexts where 
people from different faith and 
belief traditions can connect with 
those from other communities 
around issues of common 
concern in order to work together 
to tackle shared problems. (See 
for example our Weekend Club 
for refugees and asylum seekers 
and our Food Justice project.)

We seek to create spaces where 
people can be open with each 
other about values they cherish 
and to share their deepest held 
beliefs and practices, allowing 
mutual understanding and trust 
to deepen. (See for example, 
our Sharing Stories initiative, 
Scriptural Reasoning and 
Festivals Exchange.)

Friendship-building Practical co-operation Faith and belief dialogue

What we do 
Believing that “Interfaith is for Everyone” we organise 
different kinds of events and activities so that we can 
bring people together in ways that appeal to their 
interests, allowing them to connect more deeply with 
other individuals and communities so as to add value 
to their lives – and the lives of others.
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People from a real mix of 
backgrounds attend and it’s such 
a pleasure to see the sparks of 
mutual interest and creativity 
as they talk with people who are 
so often pitted as their “enemy”. 
Religious and non-religious, 
Muslim and Jewish, Pagan and 
Christian, interfaith veterans and 
first time participants – all are 
equally welcome and respected.  

‘Flourishing Together’ was 
held at St Mungo Museum of 
Religious Life and Art in the 
summer of 2015 and attracted 

40 people from a variety of faith 
and belief backgrounds. There 
was a mixture 
of informal 
and facilitated 
networking 
to give people 
a chance to 
make personal 
connections as 
well as share 
and develop 
practical ideas. Following our 
model of interfaith engagement 
(read more on p.3), people 
chose to join groups discussing 

possibilities for interfaith 
friendship-building, dialogue 

or practical 
cooperation. 
There was a real 
buzz in the room, 
particularly as 
people shared 
and honed their 
ideas for events 
to mark Interfaith 
Week. Some of 

the ideas generated were taken 
forward and became part of the 
programme for Interfaith Week 
2015 (see p18). 

‘Flourishing Together’ 
Annual Networking Event 
Each year we provide people who are interested in interfaith engagement with 
an opportunity to come together, learn about what’s currently happening and to 
contribute their ideas on ways in which we can develop interfaith activities and 
dialogue in the coming year.

It was a great 
opportunity to network 
with people from other 
faiths and to organise 
ideas for Interfaith Week.

“

”
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Volunteers from our three 
participating communities – 
Sikh, Christian, and Muslim 
– worked with Project Worker 
Kemal Okan to open their 
religious festivals to witnesses 
from other traditions and to 
ensure that guests felt welcome. 
At the end of each festival 
visit, a dialogue session was 
held in which guests shared 
their experiences and had the 
opportunity to ask questions 
about what they had witnessed.

Bandi Chhor Divas, 
Glasgow Gurdwara
Bandi Chhor Divas 
commemorates the release from 
prison of the 6th Guru, Guru 
Hargobind. The Gurdwara in 
Albert Drive opened its doors 
to people of different faith 
and belief backgrounds on the 
evening of this important Sikh 
festival. Guests were welcomed 
to the prayer hall where they 
witnessed part of the Sikh 

service and hymns, after which 
they joined the congregation 
in the Langar kitchen for some 
delicious traditional Punjabi 
food specially made for the 
event. 

Christmas Eve service, 
Gorbals Parish Church 
Guests from a variety of 
backgrounds attended a 
traditional Christmas Eve 
service at the Church of 
Scotland Gorbals Parish Church. 
This service reflected on the 
Christmas story of the birth of 
Jesus through narrations, song 
and prayer. The service ended 
with a ritual lighting of candles.  
Mulled juice and mince pies 
were served after the service, as 

Our ambitious Festivals Exchange Programme aims to 
enable people of all faith and belief traditions to observe 
and experience first-hand a variety of religious festivals 
in a welcoming atmosphere. 

Festivals Exchange



6WWW.INTERFAITHGLASGOW.ORG

people wished each other Merry 
Christmas.  

Mawlid al-Nabi,  
Zia-Ul-Quran Mosque  
During this commemoration 
of the birth of Prophet 
Mohammed guests were given 
the opportunity to witness the 
Muslim ritual prayer (salat) 
which is performed five times 
a day. A short introduction to 
Mawlid al-Nabi was provided 
by local Imam Hassan Rabbani, 
followed by poetry and chanting 
accompanied by percussion 
instruments. Guests were invited 
to ask questions related to the 
Mawlid and Islam in general 
before sharing a delicious meal. 

Eid Celebration, The 
Nurture Educational and 
Multicultural Society 
The Nurture Educational & 
Multicultural Society hosted 
an Eid celebration to mark 
the completion of the fasting 
month of Ramadan. After an 
introduction to the purpose of 
fasting and a presentation about 
the Nurture group, guests were 
invited to partake in a buffet 
and the evening closed with a 
dialogue about the nature of Eid 
and Ramadan.

Impact
Participants told us that 
they had gained a greater 
understanding and appreciation 
of the different religious 
communities in their area. The 
exchange also helped lessen 
apprehension surrounding 
religious difference; and 
increased confidence amongst 
participants to engage with 

people from diverse faith and 
belief backgrounds. The success 
of the exchange is in no small 
part due to the generosity and 
openness of the volunteers and 
host communities to whom 
we offer our heartfelt thanks.  
A set of guidelines (available 
on our website) was devised 
by the Project worker and 
the volunteers to help others 
wishing to organise such events 
in the future and a short film 
about the exchange programme 
can be viewed on our YouTube 
channel: http://bit.ly/2aKD9BK

It was a great pleasure 
to be welcomed into the 
mosque, and to sit in the 
atmosphere of worship, 
and observe the pattern 
of the prayers – spoken 
and sung.

“

”
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Over the summer of 2015 
Project Officer, Mohamed Omar, 
recruited our fantastic team of 
12 motivated volunteers. Diverse 
in age, faith and belief as well as 
skills and talents, they all share 
a desire to welcome newcomers 
to the city. They participated 
enthusiastically in ‘Working with 
Asylum Seekers and Refugees’ 
training as well as religious 
diversity and interfaith skills 

training to prepare them for 
their role as volunteers. Since 
September 2015 they have been 
working hard together to plan 
and deliver interactive, 
fun, monthly events 
to introduce refugees 
to aspects of Scottish 
life and history as well 
as helping them get 
to know Glasgow and Scotland 
better and improve their English. 

Weekend club events so far 
have involved celebrations 
with a Burns Night Ceilidh and 
a Christmas-themed event 

complete with a trip 
to the lively Christmas 
market in St Enoch 
square. Participants 
have had a great 
introduction to Scottish 

history with informative trips 
to the Wallace Monument, the 

The Weekend Club is an interfaith response to the social isolation experienced by 
refugees, asylum seekers, and new migrants due to a lack of service provision at  
the weekends.

Weekend Club

Good... so, so, 
so, good, love 
to be here!”
“
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Bannockburn Heritage Centre 
and New Lanark as well as 
a workshop on 
Scotland’s history 
of migration, 
showing the 
range of different 
countries that have 
helped make up 
Scotland’s diverse 
population today. 
There has also 
been plenty of 
fun, particularly 
while enjoying the beautiful 
Scottish countryside, learning 
some Glasgae slang and 
competing over who can make 
the best shortbread! At each 
event participants have eaten a 
delicious meal together, shared 
their experiences and concerns 
and gained valuable experiences 
and confidence to help them 

feel welcome and at home in 
Glasgow.

The Weekend 
Club has 
become a model 
for other groups, 
especially faith 
communities, 
wanting to 
support new 
refugees in their 
communities 
and Mohamed 

has been invited to share the 
good practice at conferences 
and events nationally. If you 
are interested in volunteering, 
participating or finding  
out more, contact  
weekendclub@interfaithglasgow.org. 
See the video on our YouTube 
channel: http://bit.ly/2b8sF4W

The Weekend Club 
allows me to do 
something meaningful 
and rewarding with 
my time and for 
people that I really 
care about.

“

” I feel very, very happy 
today because we 
come from all over 
the world, and our 
diversity is our beauty 
at this time.

“

”



9 FLOURISHING THROUGH DIALOGUE

“Really friendly people!”

“Tonight 
made me 
want to 
make more 
connections.”

“It is so good 
for us to know 
about other 
faiths. It breaks 
down barriers.”

“I enjoyed the sense 
of community.”

“I was proud to be part of it.”

“Another fantastic 
event by a fantastic 
organisation...My 
kids had a blast!”

“My heart and mind 
(have been) enriched 
over the past year.”

Interfaith Voices
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“I greatly enjoyed the chance to talk with people of 
Muslim faith, with a freedom to ask simple questions.”

“An inspiring evening.”

“I had conversations 
with people that I 
would never have 
crossed paths with 
otherwise.”

“(I have seen that) people of all 
faiths and none can work together 
and if we continue… then we will 
have a much better world.”

“I saw the 
world here.”
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Participants sit in small groups, 
sharing with one another how 
they find meaning in the text and 
apply its lessons 
to modern life. The 
texts are selected 
along a common 
theme which 
highlights the 
differences as well 
as the similarities 
between and 
within the three 
faith traditions. 
Importantly the 
aim is not for 
participants to agree but to grow 
in their understanding of each 
other. If that all sounds very 
dry, believe us it isn’t! There’s 
a wonderful atmosphere of 
honesty, friendship and frequent 
laughter.

Staff from the Cambridge Inter 
Faith programme – who promote 
the practice – have delivered 
specialised facilitation training 
and the success of the group 

has led to interest from people 
from other faith and belief 
backgrounds.  In response, a 

number of special 
events have been 
held, widening 
participation to 
include anyone 
interested 
and including 
scriptures from 
other religions. For 
example, a diverse 
group discussed 
Buddhist, Muslims 
and Christians 

texts on the theme of Care for the 
Environment during Interfaith 
Week 2015 (see p18). 

New participants are always 
welcome and there’s no need 
for you to be an ‘expert’ in 
your scriptures. So, if you’re 
interested, no matter what your 
faith or belief, please contact 
development@interfaithglagow.org

Scriptural Reasoning
Since the Autumn of 2014 a regular group of Jews, 
Christians and Muslims have been meeting every 
6 weeks or so to engage in this popular method of 
interfaith dialogue which is focussed on the close 
reading of extracts of scripture.

“ “

”
”

I’ve learned things 
I didn’t know 
about Judaism and 
Christianity through 
exploring these very 
short texts.

It helps to break  
down stereotypes –  
it gives you a chance 
to understand the 
diversity of views that 
exist within every faith. 
That’s very refreshing.
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Following two successful 
networking events held in 2013 
where we encountered a real 
desire for groups to support 
each other’s work, two further 
networking events 
were held, one in 
December 2015 and 
a Spring Networking 
event in April 2016.

At this last meeting 
the group worked 
together to draft 
a declaration to 
“add our voices 
to the movement for food 
justice, not just charity: the 
right of all to access food that 
is fresh, nutritious, affordable, 
culturally-appropriate, and 
grown locally wherever possible, 
with care for the well-being of 
the land, workers, animals and 
the environment.” The aim is 
to launch this declaration in 

November as part of Interfaith 
Week 2016, as a statement 
of intent for the Food Justice 
Network.

Our volunteer, 
Isobel McNaughtan, 
also organised 4 
volunteer swaps 
between different 
food projects across 
the city including 
Kagyu Samye Dzong 
Buddhist centre, the 
Sikh Gurdwara in 
Pollokshields and 

Café Simon to give people an 
opportunity to learn from others 
engaged in similar work from a 
different community. 

See the short film made here: 
https://vimeo.com/173448441

In addition the network now has a 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/ 

interfaithfoodjustice enabling 
groups to share resources as well 
as information and to publicise 
their activities. 

If you are interested in getting 
involved, email: 
development@interfaithglagow.org

Interfaith Glasgow and the 
Transformation Team (part of Faith in 
Community Scotland) have been working 
together to bring together local voluntary 
groups, who, from their diverse faith 
and belief communities, are working to 
alleviate food poverty in our city.

Food Justice

I gained some 
great ideas on 
how to tackle 
food poverty in 
Glasgow.”

“
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Following the success of the 
previous year’s Interfaith 
Community Meals, our Project 
Worker, Kemal Okan, launched 
a second series of community 
meals funded by South East 
Integration Network 
with a ‘Show and Tell’ 
Interfaith Community 
Picnic at the Hidden 
Gardens in August 
2015. Participants 
from diverse 
cultural and faith 
backgrounds from 
the South East of 
Glasgow gathered to 
share food and dialogue focused 
on the objects of religious or 
spiritual significance they had 

brought with them. Amazingly 
it didn’t rain and feedback 
was exceptionally good.  See 
for yourself on our YouTube 
channel: http://bit.ly/2bfCOKc

A second meal, 
during Interfaith 
Week, was 
jointly hosted by 
the communities 
of a Mosque 
and Church of 
Scotland church 
that are within 
walking distance 
of each-other — 

Madrasa Taleem Ul Islam and 
Pollokshields Parish Church. 
Participation was at an all-time 

high. The leaders from the two 
host communities collaborated 
closely and felt that a strong 
bond was forged between them 
that had not existed before. A 
third meal was hosted by the 
Sikh community at the Albert 
Drive Glasgow Gurdwara in 
February 2016 and included a 
tour of the Gurdwara and an 
explanation of the importance 
that the Langar kitchen plays 
in the Sikh faith. Participants 
told us they really valued the 
opportunities to meet and learn 
from their neighbours from 
other faiths and cultures – 
whilst being very well fed in  
the process!

Sharing food and talking about faith and beliefs has proved a success in building 
friendships across communities. 

Interfaith Community Meals

I really enjoyed 
the atmosphere 
of inclusion. Great 
idea to ask us to 
sit with people we 
didn’t know.

“

”
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Working in partnership with 
the wonderful staff at Interfaith 
Scotland and Scottish Refugee 
Council, and with support from 
Women of Faith and Community 
and the Refugee Women’s 
Strategy Group both Women’s 
Interfaith Fairs hit all the right 

notes. We were particularly 
pleased with the warmth of the 
atmosphere, the enthusiastic 
engagement with the various 

activities and, most of all, the 
meaningful conversations being 
shared between women of 
diverse backgrounds who had 
never met before. The activities 
were largely delivered by 
volunteers and, at the first Fair 
in the St Francis Centre, included 
trying on clothes from different 
cultures, tying a turban, singing, 
and a religious artefacts game. 

At the Women’s Interfaith Fair 
2016, held at the new Dialogue 
Centre in Springburn, women 
learned to tie a hijab, paint 
Diwali lamps, paint pagan 
stones, try Arabic calligraphy 
and Chinese origami and engage 
in interfaith dialogue at the 
Dialogue Tree on the theme 
of ‘Solidarity’ – the theme for 
Refugee Festival 2016. Many 
participants mentioned as a 
highlight the story of hope 
shared by a woman from the 
Ivory Coast who arrived in 
Glasgow as an asylum seeker 

in 2012. Women of all faith and 
belief traditions, both refugees 
and Glasgow-born, seemed 
to share a sense of solidarity 
at these events and made 
connections we hope will prove 
fruitful.

After our first Women’s Interfaith Fair as part of Refugee Festival Scotland in June 
2015 we just knew we’d have to do it again the following year, and we’re so glad  
we did! 

Women’s Interfaith Fair 
Refugee Festival Scotland, 2015 & 2016

So, so fun! What an 
amazing mix of women 
and different activities.”
“
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Ten volunteers from diverse 
belief backgrounds (including 
Muslim, Jewish, Baha’i, Quaker, 
Atheist, Church of the Latter Day 
Saints and Christian) signed up 
to be part of our ‘Sharing Stories’ 
team. The volunteers met 
with our Development Officer, 
Lynnda Wardle, for a series of 3 
preparatory workshops in order 
to get to know each other, learn 
more about each other’s faiths 
and to develop their faith stories. 
We used traditional storytelling 
techniques and activities to help 
the participants gain confidence 
in sharing personal stories in 
front of a large group. 

In March 2016, we held a 
final session with 13 staff 

from Glasgow Life hosted 
at St Mungo’s Museum of 
Religious Life and Art. Volunteer 
storytellers and the audience 
formed a large storytelling 
circle. Each volunteer had an 
opportunity to answer questions 
at the end of their story and we 
had a chance to engage in some 
excellent dialogue that arose 
out of issues which that had 
been included in the stories. The 
volunteers developed a strong 
connection with each other and 
have continued meeting as a 
group on an informal basis.  We 
aim to develop this storytelling 
initiative to work further with 
Glasgow Life and other service 
providers.

Sharing Stories  
with Glasgow Life

Following our successful 
delivery of a storytelling 
project called ‘Talking 
Books’ with Police Scotland in 2014, we approached 
Glasgow Life to see if we could design a similar project 
using interfaith volunteers to tell personal stories about 
their faith and belief traditions in order to promote 
understanding of different beliefs amongst their staff.

I found everyone’s 
story to be engaging 
and illuminating, from 
the heart and very 
commendable. For me, this 
was Interfaith at its best.

”

“
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The young people met each 
other, ate Langar together, 
and heard about the 
significance of Langar 
in the Sikh community. 
They were then divided 
into two groups 
according to age: 10-
14yrs and 15-21yrs. 
Each group participated in a 
guided tour of the Gurdwara; 
engaged in a dialogue activity 
where they watched our short 

film about being a young 
person of faith in Glasgow (“We 

belong to Glasgow”) 
and then discussed 
their own experiences; 
and participated in a 
“Tackling prejudice 
with Graffiti” workshop. 
The workshop gave the 

young people the opportunity to 
reflect on the causes of prejudice 
and how those causes might be 
tackled and, then, gave them 

a chance to create their own 
graffiti wall with messages for 
their neighbours from other faith 
and belief backgrounds. This was 
a particularly effective way to 
encourage the young people to 
share ideas, chat, and make new 
friends as they worked together. 

In response to a hate crime incident earlier in the year, 
in which anti-Islamic sentiments and a swastika were 
scrawled on the wall of Central Gurdwara, we organised 
a youth exchange at Central Gurdwara for 14 young 
people from Jewish, Muslim, and Sikh backgrounds. 

Central Gurdwara  
Youth Exchange

Life is boring without 
differences.
“

Keep calm 
and love 
each other!

“

”
”
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Held in Hillhead Primary School 
in the West End during Interfaith 
Week, we attracted a record 
200 participants, including 34 
volunteers in spite of terrible 
weather! Participants came 
from religious (Jewish, Christian, 
Muslim, Baha'i, Pagan, Sikh, 
Hindu, Buddhist, 
and Brahma Kumari) 
and non-religious 
backgrounds 
and, as ever, we focused on 
creating opportunities for 
people to socialise in a fun 
and friendly atmosphere, and 
to learn something about 

each other’s traditions in the 
process. In addition to a range 
of other activities and dance 
performances, this 
year we set up ‘Faith 
Table Workshops’, 
where people had the 
opportunity to make 

things associated 
with particular 
religious traditions 
such as Buddhist 

prayer flags, Diwali clay lamps, 
Christian Christingle oranges, or 
Jewish lollipop-stick menorahs, 
whilst hearing about their 

significance from volunteers 
belonging to that tradition.  

An unexpected hit was the chess 
table which was full the entire 
afternoon, attracting participants 

young and old from 
a diverse range of 
backgrounds. There 
were also two dance 
performances during 
the afternoon: 

Capoeira from Glasgow 
University Capoeira Club and 
‘Colours of Life’ dancers from 
Maryhill Integration Network. 
A short film giving a flavour of 
the event can be found on our 
YouTube channel:   
http://bit.ly/1nAOUSt

Interfaith Family Fun Day
Interfaith Week 2015
Our Interfaith Family Fun Day is a highlight of our 
calendar, and this year was no exception. 

Best interfaith 
event I’ve been to!

Great atmosphere!

”
“ ”

“
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Interfaith Glasgow held a 
special Scriptural Reasoning 
dialogue event on the Interfaith 
Week theme of “Caring for the 
environment”, supported an 
Interfaith Community Meal, 
and ran our Interfaith Family 
Fun Day with the help of over 
30 brilliant volunteers. But the 
majority of Interfaith Week 
events were delivered by other 
groups and individuals who 
share our belief in the value of 
interfaith engagement – some 
have been doing events for 
years but others got organising 
for the first time and we hope 
that number will continue to 
grow! For example, members of 
Kagyu Samye Dzong Buddhist 
community and the Woodlands 
Community Garden came up 
with the wonderful idea (at 
our networking event!) of a 

community sharing of soup 
and bread – since bread plays 
a significant role in many 
traditions. Participants were 
invited to bring along some 
bread to share, prepared in the 
tradition familiar to them. We 
were also delighted that more 
diverse places of worship opened 
their doors for special interfaith 
events; a sign of the widespread 
desire in Glasgow’s faith 

communities to engage with 
each other and society at large in 
a spirit of friendship. Long may it 
continue and grow!

Scottish Interfaith 
Week in Glasgow   
With nearly 30 events across Glasgow, from tours of 
places of worship to dialogues on the environment; 
from community meals to exhibitions and workshops, 
and from interfaith meditation, to the launch of a multi-
faith chaplaincy for refugees and asylum seekers, it was 
Glasgow’s best year yet!  

People tend to live in the comfort of their own ‘pigeon 
holes’ i.e. cultural or faith islands but living in a 
multicultural society requires understanding of other 
faiths and cordial relations with people from all faiths.

“

”
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I think the world could learn a lot from 
what you are doing in Glasgow. Given 

that it is difficult to see a positive future 
for humanity without cooperation 

across boundaries of faith and culture, 
and given that all faiths seem to teach 

that we should be treating every human 
being with respect, Glasgow is showing 

how it can happen, and reaping the 
rewards in the form of joint projects for 
the benefit of everyone. I truly believe 
that if Glasgow’s example were to be 

followed everywhere there is no problem 
that we humans could not solve.

Cliff Cohen
Pastoral Care Coordinator, Migrant Help

“

”


